Kitzur Minhogei Tispoiras HaTinokes HoRishona

The Custom of the Hair-
cutting —its source and impor-
tance:

It is the Minhag of
Chassidim and Anshet Ma’ase
in many Jewish Kehillos, not
to cut their young sons” hair
until they reach the age of 3.
On their third birthday they
make the firsthaircut and lecave
for the first time the Peyos.

InEretz Yisroel this hair-
cutting ceremony is called
“Chalaka™ (‘haircut’ in Ara-
bic, and also derived from the
word meaning ‘smooth’ as in
IshCholok) and knownin Yid-
dish as “Opsherenish.”

The first allusion to this
Minhagis fromthe Arizal who
brought his sonto the Kever of
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
(Rashbi), and made (he hair-
cut there as did the Talmidim
of Rabbi Chaim Vital. Rabbi
Chaim Vital wrote concerning
this Minhag that it is “a well-
knownMinhag,” and fromthis
we derive that this is an carlier
Minhag going back to the
Rishonim,

“The first haircutting or ‘Opsherenish’ of a baby boy is
a Jewish custom of great importance, The essence of the
custom is the educational act of leaving (uncut) the Peyot .. .”"
(Hayom Yom [yar 4)

The Age Of The First Haircut
-3 Years - And The Reason:

Although there exist various Minhagim regarding the
age of the first haircut (ranging from 9 months to S years old),
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there is a basis and a reason for
the custom of making the first
haircut particularly at the age of
3 as derived from the words of
the Midrash on the Posuk
(Kedoshtm Perek 19, Posukim
23-24) - “And it shall be when
you will come to the Land and
you shall plant all kinds of trees
for food, then you shall count as
forbidden the fruit thereof three
years shall it be unto you as
forbidden; it shall not be eaten.
And in the fourth year shall all
the fruit thereof be holy for giv-
ing praise to Hashem.” The
Midrash says: “This refers (o the
young child - for 3 years he shal!
be for you “oy” - for he is
unable to speak, and inthe fourth
year all his fruits are holy, for his
father (sanclifies) devotes him
to Hashem,”

From here we learn the
Mitzva of leaving the Peyos (4nd
other Mitzvos), and not to edu-
cate himin thisregard until his 3
“Orlah” years have passed.

Others write that the rea-
son is because Avrohom Ovinu
was 3 years old when he recog-
nized his Creator.

In Sefer HaTa'amim the
Mitzvaof the first haircutis equated with the Mitzva of rouncy”
“m1- giving the first shearing of the flock to Hashem. “Bnai
Yisroel are called “pey — Flock,” and therefore when a child
begins to speak and his father makes him holy to Heaven by
teaching him to say “rmem v5 my /n” at that time we take his
hair and give the value of its weight to Shomayim (ie. its
equivalent in money to Tzedokah), we leave the Peyos and
make himintoa Yid —that is, that it isrecognizable to everyone
that he s a Yiddishe young boy.”

Chana Gittel Goldstein



Not To Postpone The Haircut
After The Third Birthday

_ Once achild reacheshis third Birthday his haircut should
not be postponed for any reason. (Concerning Sefira and the
Three Weeks see furtheron). There are several reasons for this:
1) It is written that “a Mitzva is more dear in its right time.”

2) Since the reason for the haircut only after 3 years is

because these years are considered *“rrw”, we should not

make him stay in this category of Orlah even for oncextra day.
3) The Rema writes that immediately whenhe reaches his
third year it is the custom (o teach him the letters of the Alef-
Bais and this is the Din with regard to educating him also in
other Mitzvos, and in particular since according to the Minhag
on the day of the haircut we bring him to “Cheder” where he
is taught the letters of the Alef-Bais. '
4
Preparations For The Opsherinish

It is the custom to take the young boy to be blessed by a
Tzaddik. Chassidim request a Brocha from the Rebbe Shlita
for this special occasion and the Rebbe Shlita responds witha
letter. &

" There are those who have the Minhag to take their sons
to the Mikva on this day — and particularly when he is also
llmving the “Hachnoso LeCheder” on this day.
dpd jWe dress the child in Yom Tovdik clothes.. |

Who Cuts The Boy’s Hair?
&1 1) The custom s to begin the haircutting with a Talmid

" Chochom or a Kohen and then we honor all the participants by

inviting them to cut a lock of the boy's hair.
' 2) The boy’s mother also cuts his hair and some have the
Minhag to allow other women guests to cut also. .
3) Itis correct that the conclusion of the haircutting (after

. the Opsherenish celebration or the next day) be done either by

his father or mother or a family member, or at least by a Yiras

Shomayim, but certainly not by a non-Jewish barber.
"1 4) Ttis improper to do the first hair-cut in a bathroom or

washroom. "'

ﬁ{fﬂhogim.For The Actual Haircut

- 1) It is necessary lo stress (hat the essential Milzva is 10
{eave, ie., to “create” the Peyos, and therefore the boy should
be given a decent haircul Jeaving only the Peyos and nothing

else, ie., bangs elc.

2) The customisto begin the haircut from the place where
the Tefillin rest, or at a place near the Peyos. At the end of the

' Opsherenish there are those who have the custom 10 recite a
Tefilla authored by the Talmidim of the Arizal (which is as
Sfollows: MY " s
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This Tefilla was written 10 be recited at the Kivid
Tzaddikim where it is customary 10 perform the Opsherenis
therefore the words % = fmora are omitted if the haircut i
done elsewhere. (One could also mention the name of b
Rebbe). K
3) After the Opsherenish some people have the customil
weigh the hair and give its value in silver or gold to Tzedoka
This is a Segula that his son should become a Chochom, 2B
Torah with Yiras Shomayim, and have a good long life,

4) 1t is customary for those who cut a lock of the boy§
hair to give him money to put into a Tzedokah box whilsthe

hair is being cut. b

5) One should be carefulnot to throw away the hair (foa BShimo)
a haircut in general and in particular) of the first haircut, butk @BYidder
store it. I Rebbi

: -, perfors
Simcha And Seudas Mitzva 4 perfor
Onthe day of the Opsherenish we make a Seuda becme i':.- R

of the love for the Mitzva that on this day we are educating GEgREs p
child in the Mitzva of Peyos. We serve wine, Mashke and ol s m{
refroshments and say L’Chaim, and bless each other that YRS 71
should raise our children to Torah. This Scudais considered ‘§3
Seduas Mitzva. (S HaK nc
Thereis a traditional Dvar Torah that many boyshaveEEEROF a thi
custom to say whilst their hair is being cut: ! L ARSIt is g
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Tzitzis And Saying The Brocha 3

From the age of three we arc particular for a boy
a Yarmulka and Tzitzis. At this time we also teach him {08
Birchos HaShachar (asoutlined inthe first page of the T
Hashem Siddur entitled Morning Tefillos for the Small(
Brochos for food, and the child should also become Ko
tomed to preparing his own “Negel Vasser” by his bed. 8

WAk omaK m 3

When Is It Permitted To Make The Haircull §

Itis correcttodothe haircut in the morning foritisy 1
in the Kisvei Ha'Arizal that one should not cut after Cha
(midday) and all the more 50 at night since this is 2 Umel
Dinim (Judgment). i

*Concerning other times when it is Minhag Yisrod
tocut Hair suchasRosh Chodesh, Sheloshes YemeiHagh
one should consult their Rav. P
Opsherenish At The Kever Of Rashbi
And Other Kivrei Tzadikim ol

Ina letter from the Rebbe Shiita (Elul 1 5722) iLs¥ i
that it is fitting to travel to Meron (0 fulfill there the “Tase
Mitzva” (Mitzva of the haircutting). It is a Segula for Y8
Shomayim and longevity. The Arizal came specially
Mitzraim to Meron to perform the Mitzva of making heP§
in this holy place. There is a Minhag to dress the young¥




Hachnosa L’Cheder

Summary of the custom of
‘Hachonsa L’Cheder and the
beginning of learning Chumash

Minhogei Hachonsa
1.'Cheder - its source and im-
portance:

It has always been the custom in
Kehillos Yisroel, that when the time
comes [or a young boy to leamn with
other children, we take him to
“Cheder”. and arrange a special Seder
Hachnosa 1.°Cheder as is brought
down in Sifrei Rishonim.

Regarding the importance ofthis
iradition we would do well to learn
from the Ya'avetz: “One who sces
these things [the HachnosaLe 'Cheder)
will surely come to realize why the
carlier generations succeeded in their
Torah lecaming . . . and now it should
not come as any surprise that noteven
one in a thousand choose to become
axma min (a Rav who Paskens
Shailos) .. .and how has it come to this
[situation] 1o uproot such a pleasant
and hesutiful Minbag for no reason,
this is only due to a lack o[ contempla-
tion on the importance of good and
upright Torah study . . . and therefore
the words of Chazal are fulfilled con-
cerning why the Talmidei Chachomim
are not Zoche to raise sons who are
Talmidei Chachomim , . . but a wise
father looks to the future . ..”

In the Sefer Migdal Dovid: “In
the days of the earlier generations and
the Gaonim this was the Minhag and it
isa lested and proven way for opening
up the heart - *“a%1 pno

When Is It Customary To Make
The
Hachnosa L’Cheder?

Many of the Scforim which men- Chana Gittel Goldstein
tion this Minhag donot specify anage,
merely saying ‘when a child begins to
learn from his Rebbi,’ or ‘when the
time comes to bring a child to school
to learn from a Melamed.” Many cel-
ebrate the Opsherenish and the
Hachnosa L'Cheder (also known as
Jnnyarx,) on the same day or in
close proximity to each other, (as was
the custom in Poland.) In Russia, the
Minhag was to wait until the boy was
4-5 years old and ready to enter a
Rebbe’sclass. A Chossid from Crown
Heights addressed the question of the
correct time (o the Rebbe Shlita, and
also mentioned that it is customary
here at 3 years old when the children
are enrolled in a -a Kindergarten,
mainly to play. The Rebbe Shlita

commented on the word “Gan”
and wrote that THIS IS A

CHEDER, and corrected the




words ‘mainly to play 'and wrote; “‘to say Brochos etc.” The
Rebbe Shlita concluded that therefore this IS the right time
for Hachnosa L"Cheder. In Sefer HaSichos w*n page 67 it
describes the Hachnosa L' Cheder of the Tzemach Tzedek at
age three.

Making The Hachnosa L’Cheder During The Day

It is the custom to do so in the morning because the
Hachnosa L' Cheder is comparable to the day on which the
Bnai Yisroel stood at Har Sinai to receive the Torah which
was given in the morning, as it says in Parshas Yisro: “And
it was on the Third day when it was morning . . .” Another
reason is that moming is an ypyhny

Preparations For The “Arainfeirenish”

The Honey Cake — Engraved Similar To The
Luchos - Not Cream or Chocolate:

A honey cake from white flour should be prepared,
preferably by an unmarried girl, (or at least by a woman who
is Tahor).

The following Pesukim should be engraved on to the
surface of the cake:
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(There are those who add many other Pesukim)

The Egg

Afterunshelling a hard boiled egg the following Posuk
is wrilten on it:
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In addition one should prepare other light refreshments.

The Day Of The Hachnosa L’Cheder

1) Onthe day of the Hachnosa L’ Cheder the boy should
be bathed and dressed in clean clothes. (Some have the
Minhag to immerse him in a Mikva.)

2) The parents themselves should bring him to the
School or Bais HaKnesses. Even if the father is elderly ora
respecied member of the Community or a Rov, he should not
be embarrassed to bring his son for his first day of School but
should offer praise and thanks to Hashem Yisborach that he
has merited (o bring his son under the wings of the Shechina,

3) When we bring the boy to Cheder (and on his return)
we cover him with a Tallis in order that he not sce anything
Tomey suchasanon-Jew,adogoracat (andat the very least
he should not gaze at them). One should be careful about this
that entire day,

Why Is He Covered With A Tallis?

There are several beautiful reasons;

1) The wryrmarmx is compared to bringing him before Har
Sinai for so we find with Moshe that he followed this routine with
the Bnai Yisroel, as it is written: (Yisro 19:17) “And Moshe
brought out the People to meet The L-rd from the camp and they
stood beneath the Mountain” — it appeared as if they were covered
over by the mountain when they were brought in to receive the
Torah, There the Aybishter alone began to say the Kometz AlefOh
of the first word of the Aseres HaDibros,

2) We do so because we are educating him in the way of
Modesty and Humility, for so we find inregard to the Giving of the
Torah; (Yisro 20:17) “In order that there should be His fear upon
their faces so they will not sin.”

3) This is necessary so as not to create a public spectacle for
passersby so that there will be no harm caused by Ayin Horah.

What I's The Procedure Taken By The Rebbi?

1) When the boy is brought to the Rebbi he is placed on his
lap, since it is written: (Behaloscho 11:12) kur wwra”, snb3nn -
PR 5y op orokb “pavi i pawat (Hoshea 11:3)

The boy should remain wrapped with the Tallis around his
shoulders during the Hachnasa L’Cheder,

2) We have (he custom 1o use the Shaar Blatt of the Tanya
to read the letters of the Alef Bais. When the Frierdiker Rebbe
learnt Alef Bais he learnt from the Shaar Blatt of the Tanya (476
v apbnw+ph), sinceitis the Sefer whichis the Yesod of Chassidus
Chabad for it is authored by the Alter Rebbe, the founder of
Chabad. This will therefore have a deep and lasting effect upon his
Chassidishe education for his entire life. The Rebbi points to the
letters and says them in the order of the Alef-Bais, and the boy
repeats after him. This routine is repeated beginning from Tov 1o
Alef. The Nekudos are then recited from the Siddur forwards and
backwards, word by word. The Rebbi recited the Posuk “Torah
Tziva” and the Posuk “Torah Tehai Emunosi” word by word and
the boy repeats after himn,

The Shaar Blatt and the card with the Pesukim wrilien upon
it is then lightly smeared with honey which the boy licks after
saying Birchas Shehakol.

This is to symbolize that Torah should be as easy for him to
learn and teach to others as it is casy to lick these words, and that
Divrei Torah should be sweet in his mouth like honey —as it says
in Tehillim *wam opim~

3) The boy then repeats after the Rebbi the words from he
first three Pesukim of Sefer Vayikra. And then Perek 3:17. It is
wrilten, “PvIbLa Povnn [ww e that those who are pure
should come and learn that which causes purity, and Hashem will
consider it as if he offered up a Korban before Him. Sefer Vayikra
discusses the Dinim of Korbanos (the order of the Sacrifices).

4) The engraved honey cake s then brought before them
and the Rebbi reads each word and the boy repeats after him. The
Rebbi then scrapes the top layer of the cake which has the Pesukim
engraved in it and gives it to the boy to eat after saying Birchas
Mezonos.

5) The Hard-Boiled Egg

The Posuk from the hard boiled egg is also recited word by
word and is given to the child to eat. (He was Youze Birchas
Shehakol on the honey). These foods are beneficial for ‘openin i
his heart ’ to Torah.




6) Malach Michoel Candies

At some point during the above

procedure candies are thrown at the
boy and we tell him that these arc from
Malach Michoel in order that he will
leam with enthusiasm (Cheshek) . . .
The Rebbe Shlita mentions a Ma’ase
which happened with the Rebbe
Rashab, who saved his Malach Michoel
candies, and in a Sicho (Shabbos
Parshas Pinchos 5734) thec Rebbe ex-
plains how it is possible to tell the child
that the Malach Michoel threw them
when actually this is not true, for his
father or the Rebbe threw them. How-
ever, they are only acting as his agents
to encourage or reward the child.

7) Other refreshments should be
distributed to all the children there. It is
brought down in Seforim that we bring
other delicacies as a remembrance of
the delicacies that the Yidden were
given by Hashem in the Midbar, such
as the Mon, the Slav and the Be'er
(Miriam’s Well).

Fasting And Giving Tzedakah

It used to be the custom for the
parents to fast on this day. However,
thecuslomnow isto give extra Tzedoka,
say Tehillim and Daven that their son
should be successful in Torah study
and be healthy, etc.

The Seudas Mitzva

Due lo the Simcha of the Mitzva
itis the customto celebrale by inviting
relatives and [riends toa Seudas Mitzva.
The Rebbe Rashab writes that when
one begins the education of a child
through Hachnosa L 'Cheder, the Scuda
is a Seudas Mitzva. The Tzemach
Tzedek writes that one should serve
bread (Hamotzi).

To conclude with the holy words
of the Rebbe Rashab: “This Scder
HaLimud was given to us from the
great Rishonim . . . and it is all with a
special Kavonna that is hidden from
the eyes of the majority, and there lies
within it a G-dly Kavonna known to
our Gedolim and Rebbeim [in order] to
give a child both a hidden and a re-
vealed Koach ., .”

This article was the in-
spiration of Rabbi Levi
Goldstein, wmar Gholei
Torah

Practical Tips And Checklist
For Hachnosa L'Cheder

Make arrangements with the
Yeshiva and Rebbi in advance.

Prepare the following ahead of
tirne:
1) Honey Cake

' The mother bakes a honey cake
and engraves the Pesukim using a
toothpick or pointed sharp knife.

(There'salotto engrave, soil’s better

to start off with small letters — you can
always make them bigger if you sce
you will have room),

2) Egg

After removing  the shell from a

boiled cgg, write — not engrave — the

Posuk using a toothpick dipped in

food coloring or a thick coffee paste.
(It’s tricky! so allow plenty of time.)
You can do this the night before as
long as you put back onto the cgg
some of its shell, or salt the egg, since
the Halacha prohibits eating an egg
that was left unshelled overnight.

(See main article for Pesukim
for honey cake and egg).

3) Nosh Bags

Prepare small individual bags for
cach child in the class. (Check with
the teacher beforehand how many).

4) Pennies for Tzedokah

Bring a penny for each child in
the class to give for Tzedokah. You
can bring your child’s own Pushka, or
use the class Tzedoka Box.

5) “Malach Michoel Candies”

- Prepare a few handfuls of can-

dics. These will. bc lhrown at your
child by his parents or the. Reb 1 and
will be saved to be ezten by your son

!;reﬁa red by Raizel Friedfertig

from time 1o time. =
In addition, bring to the chh:va

the following:

6) A Siddur - (preferably yourson's

own.)

7) A Tanya—(your son’s)

8) A small jar of honey

9) A spoon

___10] A knife

The Rebbi uses the spoon to
spread the honey over the Alefl Bais
chart in the Siddur and also on the
Shaar Blatt of the Tanya. The knife is
to cut the top layer of the honey cake
where the Pesukim are engraved to
give your son to eal.

Seudas Mitzva

To celebrate the child's first ex-
posure to Yeshiva and learning froma
Rebbi, family and friends get together
afterwards to enjoy a festive meal,

Tips:

1) On the day of the Hachnosa
L*Cheder keep your son away from
the windows so he will not see any
Tumeh creatures or Goyim,

2) In case your son does not eat
all the cake (ie. the Pesukim part), take
it home and freeze it. You can then
give him some of his ‘special cake'
whenever he wishes. The rest of the
cake is served (o family and friendsat
the Seudas Mitzva Celebrationand is
known as the “Holy honey cake.”
rGys Wb, :

3) Any leftovers from the egg
could be mixed into an egg salad for G
yoursontoeat,

S ach Nachas!!
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from head to toe in entirely new clothes, First they would bring
him to the Kever of Rabbi Yochanon HaSandlar accompanied
by singing and musical instruments, and then they would
returmn 10 the courtyard of the Kever Rashbi and cut the hair
there. The Ceremony is accompanied by a festive meal,
singing and dancing.

Many barren women were blessed with children after
they promised to perform the Opstierenish at the Kever Rashbi,
and there are countless stories of miracles that occurred with
children who were brought to the Kever Rashbi on Lag
Ba’Omer for their Opsherenish,

Yidden from Yerushalayim traveled to the Kevorim of
Shimon HaTzaddik. Kalba Sabua and the Sanhedrin Caves,
Yidden in Tuveria went o the Kever of Rabbi Akiva (The
Rebbi of the Rashbi), Kever of Rabbi Meir Ba'al Ha'Ness (o
perform there the Opsherenish, Some have the custom (o
perform the Opsherenish at the Kever of Shmuel HaNavi in
Kfar Romo near Yerushalyim,

Cutting The Hair In A Bais HaKnesses OrBy Kivrei
Tzadikim

Even though it is usually forbidden to cut hair in a Bais
HaKnesses out of respect, nevertheless, since the first haircut
of a three year old is a Mitzva, and out of love for the Mitzva
“Itis good to do something holy in a Bais HaKnesses or a Bais
HiaMedrash . . . since there is an extra Kedusha adding o this
Kedusha™ (Sicho Shoftim 5733). such is the Minhag,

|

It is likewise permitted to perform the Opshernish at
Kivrei Tzaddikim in Eretz Yisroel.

"IN T’ “The light of Hashem is the Neshata
of Man” .

As soon as a Yiddishe boy is bom, a MK e
TMWIYpwY enters, and continies lo"grow” in stages until it~
reaches its “fullness” by Bar/Bas Mitzva, The age of three and
the Haircutting Ceremony mark a major milestone in the
child’slife as another stage in thedevelopment of the Neshama
is achieved. As the child grows, the light from his Neshama
grows stronger and brighter as he “lights the Aybishter's
lights" ~ through performing His Milzvas —mmn moym v v
SR

Rabbi Leibel Newman
Educational Consultant
Evaluation and Remediation
of Children

with Learning Disabilities

(718) 467-2860
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SUMMARY OF THE CUSTOM OF "HACHONSA L'CHEDER
THE BEGINNING OF LEARNING CHUMASH

J

" AND

MINHOGEI HACHONSA L'CHEDER - I'TS SOURCES AND IMPORTANCE:

It has always been
young boy to learn with other children, we take hin: to "Cheder”, and arrange a
Seder Hachnosa L'Cheder as is brought down in Sifref Rishonim.,

Regarding the Importance of this tradiiion, we would do well to learn from the
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WHEN 1S IT CUSTOMARY TO MAKE THE HACHNOSA L'CHEDER?
Many of the Seforim which mention this Minhag do not
"when a child begins to learn from his Rebbi.'
school to learn from a Melamed." Many
L'Cheder (also known as "Arine-firenish”) on the same day or in clos
other, (as was the custom in Poland),
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that therefore this IS the right time for Hachnosa I'Cheder.

- In Sefer HaSichos nryn (5700), page 67,
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MAKING THE HACHNOSA L'CHEDER DURING THE DAY
It is the custom to do go in the moming because the Hachinosa L'Cheder is
comparable to the day on which the Bnai Yisroe! stood at Har Sinal to recalve vae Torah \

which was given in the morming, as i says {n Parshas Yisra: "And it was on the Thisd day
when it was morning . " Another reascn is that morming is an Bitz Ratecn.
Y = = i o ol e L i b i)
PREPARATIONS FOR THE "ARAINFEIRENISH
{

1 THE HONEY CAKE
A - ENGRAVED,
SIMILAR TO THE LUCHOS -
NOT CREAM OR CHOCOLATE "
A honey cake frem white flour should be prepared, preferably by an vnniarried girl
(or, at least by @ woman who is Tabor).
' The following Psukirn (n- ppise s pap pee) should be engraved into the surfacs of the

CHKE!
D IO Sy amag man vyt s ag TR s nys s b g mine s gten |
a0 E D M5 Nnm T NG IR 00 AR et e ety '
i {There are those whe add other Psukim. such as = sop & 5o mhnh;

\ 9 B PR NANODID Y M ete. i

i.‘. y i

v THE EGG
+ After unshelling hard boiled egg, the following Posuk (5 e s pog ey {8 wediten on it

PSS SO 13 IR G PIREY PR I RS TP DO TR D B 1R Yo e
PIB® W13 "Ba N

In addition, one should prepare other light refreshments,

THE DAY OF THE HACHNOSA L.CHEDER _
o e @nithe day ef the Hachnos L'Cheder the boy should be bathed and dressed in clean
- clothes. (Some have the Minhag to immerse him in a Mikvah j '
-J‘K 2. The parents themselves should bring him to the School or Beis HaKnesses. Even'if the
o father is elderly or a respected member of the Community or 2 Rev, he should not e

assed to bring his son for his first day of School but sheuld offer praise and thanks
L sborach that hie has merited to bring his son under the wings of the

: T A . T i s
iish is compared to bringing him before Har Sina for so we find with 1

that he wed this routine with the B'nai Yisroel, as it is written: (Yisro 19:17) "And ' :

Moshe brou-ght’ out the People to meet The L-rd from the camp and they stoad beﬂéath‘}_l%_ i
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AR e it ey Beibetan e it s ' GeShifs L S e i 7 T S f R
Mountain" - it dpp: ared as if Lhe:, were rcrren_d over by the moun tai when flmy
brought in to receive the Torah. :
There HASHEM alone began to say the Kometz Alef Oh of the first letter of the first i

word of the Aseres HaDibros *JIR.

9. We do so because we are educating him in the way of Modesty and Humility, for so
- we find tn regard to the Giving of the Torah (Yisro 20:1 7) 'In order that there shiould be His
fear upcn their faces so they will not sin.”

3. This is necessary a0 as not to create a public spectacle for passersby so that there will be
no harm caused by Ayin Horah.

WHAT IS THE PROCEDURE TAKEN BY THE REEBI?
1. When the boy is brought to the Rebbi he is placed on his lap, since it is written
(28,8 TOPII) DI FN IR RGP RS, and TR O3 D BN ‘r"“‘*‘*“" DY (AN Y
'The boy should rem.ﬂn wrapped with the Tallis "“uunr‘ his shoulders during the
Hachnasa L'Cheder,

H!u—|\

9. We have the cusom to use the Shaar Blatt of the Tanya to read the letiers of the Alef

Bals.
When the Frierdiker Rebbe learat Alef Bais, he learnt from the Shaar Blatt of the Tanva (

Likutei Sichos, vol. 2 page 476) since it is the Sefer which is the Yesod of Chassidus

Chabad for it is authorized by the Alter Rebbe, the founder of Chabad.
This will therefore have a deep and lasting effect upon his Chassidishe education for his

entire life,
The Rebbi points to the letters and says them in the order of the Alef-Bais Mt M
and the boy repeats after him. This routine is then repeated (backwards) beginning from

.ﬂ to M.

The Nekudos are then recited from the Siddur forwards and backwards, word by
word.
3

The Rebbi recites the Fosuk "3p0° ﬁ"??"ii'ﬂ MW I D MY T word by word and the
boy repeats after him. {some add the the words:
SRS =T Bep PN NN T

.p' 8 >

# The Shaar Blatt and the Nekudos are then lightly smieared with honey which the hoy Hoks
after saying the Beracha Shehakol,
This is to symbolize that the Torah should be as sasy for him to learn and teach to

others as it ie easy to lick these words, and that Divrei I‘c:rah should be sweet in his mouth

like honcy - as it says in Tehillim " @37 QPR

3. The boy then repeats after the Rebbi the words from the first three Pesukim of
Sefer Vayikra. And then v 2083 296,
It is written "* N3 1P 'L?T IS 1Y that those who are pure shonld come and lsary
that which causes purity (KORBANOS), and HaShem will consider it as If he offered up 2



Korban before Him. Sefer Vayikra discusses the Dinim of Korbanos (the order, of the .
Sacrifices). "

4. The engraved honey cake 1s then brought before them and the Rebbi reads each werd
and the boy repeats after him. The Rebbi then cuts off the top layer of the cake which has
the Psukim engraved in it and gives it to the boy to eat after saying the Beracha hMezonos,

-

5.The hard boiled egg
The Posuk from the hard bolled egg 1s also recited word by word and is given to the child tc
eat. (He was Yotze the Beracha Shehakol on the honey).

These fouds are beneflcial for 'opening his heait’ to Torah.

f 6. Malach Mijchoel Candies
At some point duting the above precedure candies are thrown at the bov and we tell him
that these are from Malach Michoel in order that he will learn with enthusiasm (Cheshak)

12 Rebbe MH"M mentions a story which happened with the Rebbe Rashab who
saved his Malach Michoe] candies and the Rebbe MH"M also explains how i is possible o *
tell the child that the Malach Michoel threw them when actually this is not true, for his
father or the Rebbi threw them. However, they are acting as his agents to encox rage or
reward the child. (see sicha: Shabbos Parshas Pinchos 5734).

7. Other refreshrnents should be distributed to all the children there. [t is brought down in
Seforim that we bring other delicacies as a remembrance of the delfcacies that the Yidden
were given by HaShem in the Midbar, such as the Mon, the Slav, and Be'era Shel Midam:
{(Miriam's Wel}).

FASTING AND GIVING TZEDAKAH
[t used to be the custom for the parents to fast on this day. However, the custom
now is to give exira Tzedoka, say Tehillirn and Daven that thelr son should be successful in
Torah study and be healthy, etc,

THE SEUDAS MITZVA
Due to the Simcha of the Mitzvah it is the custom to celebrate by inviting relatives
and friends to a Seudas Mitzvah. The Rebbe Rashab writes that when one hegins the
education of chiid thraiigh Hachnosa L'Cheder, the Seudah is a Seudas Mitzvah,
In the Sicha (nwn, mentioned earlier, about the Tzemach-Tzedex's Hachnosch
L'Cheder) it says that The Alter Rebbe said that everyone should wash for the Seudas gt
Mitzvah. }

To concluds with the holy werds of the Rebbe Rashab: " This Seder HaLimud was
given to us from the great Rishonim ... and it is all with a special Kavonna that ts hidden
from the eyes of the majority and there lies within it a G-dly Kavonna known to our
Gedolim and Rebbeim (in order) to give a child both a hidden and a revealed Koach...".



PRACTICAL TIPS AND. CHECKLIST FOR HACHNOSA L'CHEDER

Prepaxe by F‘aLt‘ D Frjﬂfe_g
. AT '__'_-_'3' i o L £ s B e

Malke arrangarp ents with the Yeshiva Emd Rﬂbbl in advanccz Prepare the Fﬂlowinu,
ahead of time:
1. Honey cake - The honey cake is baked and the Pesuldm are engraved by using a
toothpick or a plastic knife os so. (There's
a lot to engrave, so it's better to start off with small lelters - you can always continue on
bigger if you see you will have rocm).
2. Egg - After removing the shell from a boilzd egg, write - not engrave - the Posuk nsing a
toothpick dipped in food colering or a thick coffee paste. (it's tricky! So allow plenty of
time.) You can also dc this the night before as long as you put back ante the egy some of
its shell or salt the egg, since the Halacha prohibits eating an egg that was [eft unshelled
overnight. (See main article for Psukim for honey aad egg.!
3. Nosh Bags - Prepare small individual bags for each child in the class. niote: many
teachers prefer no candies and no "Home-made" food for thelr class.(Check with the
teacher beforehand for more details).
4. Coins for Tzedokah - Bring a coin for each chiid in the class io give {or Tzedokah. You
can bring your child's cwn Pushka or use the class Tzedokah Box, ¢
5. "Malach Michoel Candies" - Prepare a few handfuls of candies. These will be thrown at
your child by his parents or the Rebbi and will be saved to be eaten by vour son from time
to time.
In addition, bring to the Yesnlva the following:
6. A BIG Siddur - preferably your son's owni. 7, A BIG Tanya - your sen's {preferably - one
he (or someone alse) has recetved from the Rebbe MH"M)
8. A BIG Chumash Vayikra. 9. A small Jar of honey. 10. A spoon. 11, A knife.
The Rebbi uses the spoon to spread the honey over the Shaar Blatt of the Tanyva as well as
over the Nekudos in the Siddur. The knife is to cut the top layer of the honey cake where
the Pesukim are engraved to give your son to cat.

SEUDAS MITZVAH ,
To celebrate the child's first exposure to Yeshiva and learning from s Rabbi, family
and friends get together afterwards to enjoy a festive mieal,

TIPS:

1. On the day of the Hachnosa L'Cheder keep your son away from the windows 50 ke will
not see any Tomeh creatures or Goyin.

2. He should not eat to much before( especially - not sweets), in order that he be able w eat
the honey cake ete.,

3. In case your son does not eat all the cake {i.e. the Psukim part], take it home and freeze )
it. You can then give him some of his "special cake” whenever he wizhes. The rest of the

cake is served to family and friends at the Seudas Mitzvah celebration and s known as the
"Holy Honey cake.” (Heflik=h Lekach).

4. Any leftovers trom the egg could be mixed into an egg salad for your son to eat.
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