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Dear Csther

I gave a baby gift to a new mother
recently and was “thanked” with a pic-
ture postcard of the new parents both
gazing down at their little bundle in its
mother’s arms. Printed on the bottom
of the picture were the words “Thank
you for your special gift.” Is this what
the new generation considers a proper
thank-you card? I hope not.

Signed,
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Oh, how delighted I am to have found
a fellow cringer at some people’s
unabashed self-centeredness. Even
when attempting to engage in an act
of humility, like expressing gratitude,
they cannot help but drown it ina pre-
tentious display of themselves. Still,
some credit is due for sending out a
thank-you card atall. To answer your
question, no. I do not think it is proper
to use a thank-you card as an oppor-
tunity to send a photo of your family
to any number of people who have

no need or want of your (lovely as
they are) smiling faces adorning their

homes. Instead of thanking, the mes-
sage becomes “You gave us a present,
now you get to look at us.” Save pic-
tures for those people who will actually
keep them and enjoy looking at them
(grandparents, aunts and uncles...).
And even for those who will enjoy your
family’s portrait, a sincere thank-you
note (and do take the time to describe
the gift) is still the better way to go.
After all, a thank-you is acknowledging
them, not you.

There is one exception to this, and
that is when you send a photo of the
actual gift being used: the birthday girl
doing the puzzle, the birthday boy riding
his new bike, the young mom pushing
the new stroller. This is not self-aggran-
dizing but rather a way of giving the
gift-giver tremendous satisfaction.

Signed,

Esther
DMF E‘%‘H‘&E

Iam a private person and do not appre-

ciate having people in my bedroom. My

husband’s family views the marital bed-
room as just another room in the house.
My mother-in-law and sisters-in-law
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are very comfortable having group
chats on their beds and they even sleep
in each other’s rooms when their hus-
bands are out of town. I am completely
uneasy being ina couple’s room (even
my in-laws!) and equally uncomfort-
able having people in mine. It seems my
in-laws have not picked up on my body
language and they have not noticed my
discomfort. They happily breeze in and
out of my bedroom. My sisters-in-law
leaf through my closet to borrow things
and I once found our private bathroom
door locked with one of them in there! I
need to put up boundaries, but how?

Signed,
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Either your body language is super sub-
tle or your in-laws are super oblivious.
I'm sure you've tried keeping your bed-
room door closed and your in-laws just
barge right in. (Note to reader: Do not
enter any closed bedroom door. Do not
knock on a couple’s closed bedroom
door unless the house is burning down.)
They have noidea they are infringing on
your personal space as this is their nor-
mal. You’re right, it’s time to set some
boundaries. You or better yet your hus-
band needs to tell the in-laws quite
frankly that your bedroom is off limits.
You could say something like this:

“Our bedroom is our personal space
and I'would prefer if you did not goin
there without my permission. I view a
couple’s room as sacred and private and
itwould mean a lot to me if you would
respect that.”

I think they will.

Signed,

Esther
DMY ES'I‘L%

We have wonderful friends in Crown
Heights who are gracious enough to
invite us for Shabbos meals whenever
we are in town. We always give them
presents such as sefarim, fruit bas-

kets, a picture of the Rebbe, and the like.
However, they are not well offand I'm
worried that it’s hard for them to buy
extrafood for us-and that a present
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is nice but doesn’t make up for money they don’t
have. On the other hand, I don’t want to insult them
with a gift that comes across looking like charity.
What should Ido?

Signed,

Cvateh] Grvest

Dear (uest;
Itis thoughtful of you to consider your host’s finan-
cial situation and to be careful not to embarrass
them. In today’s day and age food could be con-
sidered a gift if given appropriately. When you
accept your next invitation, tell your hosts that
you are treating them this Shabbos and arrange for
the meal(s) to be catered. Or visit mistergreens.
com and buy them a generous gift card to Mis-
ter Green'’s, a Crown Heights store which sells top
quality fresh produce and has outstanding cus-
tomer service. There are other Crown Heights
stores also that sell gift cards. These are all respect-
ful ways of showing gratitude to a host while
alleviating some of the financial burden of hachna-
sas orchim.

Signed,

ther
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Hours:
Sun.-Thurs. 10:00-7:00
Friday 10:00- 1:30

We carry a large selection of:

Holiday items # Challah covers # Talis bags # Books # Cds
Dvds # Software ¢ Tapes # Yarmulkas # Sterling silver ¢ Videos

Kiddush cups # Pushkas ¢ Games & Seforim ¢ Gifts
& much more...
Huge variety of antique leather books
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Special Engraving, Gold stamping & Embroidering on many items

Worldwide

Toll Free: (888) 2-Judaica or (877) Judaica
www.judaica-world.com

* Email: judaica@judaica-world.com

Tel: 718 604-1020
Fax: 718 771-3449




