Tznius
Saves Lives

The Rebbe’s talks on tznius

'\ Translated by Rabbi Michoel Seligson,
transcribed and edited by Musia Kaplan

This is the second in a four-part series of
m excerpts from the Rebbe’s talks and writings
on the topic of tznius.

CARRY THE FLAG WITH PRIDE

/ ... the winds begin to blow from the outside world and may
draw women to a lack of tznius—to not dress in the styles
of the past generations but rather a new style of clothing.
They find various explanations for this. Jewish women and
~ daughters are approached with the following argument:
b “Since you find yourself in exile, what is wrong if you don’t

seclude yourself in your daled amos [your private domain],
conducting yourself in this specific manner, but instead
mingle amongst all? There is no specific prohibition for the
lack of tznius. It is not as harsh as desecrating the Shabbos or
eating non-kosher, but just a slight change in the manner or
style of dress and conduct. In addition, there’s the excuse that
one cannot be different from the world in which one finds
oneself, so why is it necessary to wage war with the trend and
manner of the world’s conduct?”

This eventually brings about all the negative results
regarding the youth which we are witnessing generally in
these last years, and in particular as it is being read in the
newspapers, heard on the radio, and seen on television—that
the youth is wandering away in crooked directions, not only

in regards to spiritual matters of the World to Come, but
also in regard to physical matters that cause the opposite
of pride and joy in ordinary life.
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Regarding the question
of who should take the
initiative: Whoever

begins should be blessed.

The answer is: One has nothing to
fear and does not need to take into
consideration the non-positive winds
which are blowing from the outside
world and drawing the youth and also
the adults, in an even greater measure,
to the left.

The needed initiative is that the
Jewish woman and daughter carry the
flag with pride, and continue to behave
in accordance with Jewish conduct as it
always was in Am Yisroel. And all this
should be accomplished despite the
fact that the summer began, and people
travel upstate, and figure that while being

there through the

summer they may conduct themselves
in a more lax way, since they are distant
from a yeshivah or shul.

When one makes a resolution not to
be drawn into negative events, but on the
contrary, to be a role model for the entire
world of how youth and women should
conduct themselves, they then receive
assistance from Hashem so that they will
be able to implement this in their lives in
an easier manner than imagined. And
we have a promise that not only will this
not cause suffering in the physical world,
but to the contrary.

And the primary point is that this
draws down Hashem’s blessings, that it
should be a bayis vehudi in all means,
especially with healthy children in
body and soul, and they should have
much nachas from their sons and
daughters, and, with time, also from
their grandchildren.

And what wouldn’t a Yiddishe

Mamme do for her children so that
they receive the maximum they can
get from Hashem in matters related

to this world and matters related to the

World to Come after 120 years?
Source: Sichah addressing N’shei U’bnos
Chabad on 28 Iyar 5729 (1969)

WHO SHOULD TAKE THE
INITIATIVE?

) 4
The tznius of the woman depends on b

the man—not like those who hold that
there is no connection between them.
This is an error right from the start.
If there is a desire that one half of the
married couple should be complete
with excellent, appropriate conduct,
the second party also needs to conduct
themselves likewise. When there is a
deficiency by one, it influences the other.
On the positive side, when one increases
in tznius, it makes an impression on the
spouse, on the children, and on the hom
in general.

Regarding the question of who should
take the initiative: Whoever begins
should be blessed. And realistically ghey
can both start at the same time.

The tznius of a man is connected
what one looks at, without the nee
check the details in the famous Kov
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Kuntres Ho’avodah [written by the Rebbe Rashab,
focusing on how a man should restrict himself in
certain actions]. Every man is aware by evaluating
himself that he needs to restrict himself from
looking at or listening to matters or topics which are
inappropriate, immodest, or corrupt. Likewise for the
material one reads and one’s style of dress. All this
has an effect on the tznius of the man in all aspects.
There is no need to elaborate on these details... And as
mentioned earlier, the conduct of the man influences
the wife, and the conduct of the wife influences
the husband.

As we find in Jewish history, in the merit of her
modesty, Rochel Imainu, the wife of Yaakov, merited
a descendant who was King Shaul. And in the merit
of King Shaul conducting himself with modesty, he
merited a descendant known as Queen Esther who
brought about the salvation of the Jewish nation.

Source: Sichah on Shavuos, 28 Iyar 5728 (1968)

THE CHILDREN CAN INFLUENCE THE
PARENTS
The prophet says, “Veheishiv lev avos al banim—And
He shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children.”
Rashi explains that turning the hearts of the parents
to the good is accomplished “al yedai banim—through
the children.” This is also applicable to mothers and
daughters regarding wearing a sheitel and dressing
modestly. To our dismay, this became a big pirtzah
[breach]. One does not grasp the matter which we are
dealing with. And this is also relevant to older women.
Therefore, the qualities of tznius need to be
explained, to make it easier for them to overcome this
test and not to figure that America is now different
than it was 20 or 50 years ago. They need to be
enlightened with the fact that conduct which is not in
accordance with tznius expresses alow-class standard.
A girl figures that the only way she can be appealing in
the eyes of a bachur is not with her intellect, by having
an intellectual conversation, nor with her emotions,
by expressing excellent character traits, but rather by
exposing parts of the body which need to be covered.
With behavior like this, she is in effect carrying a
sign and publicizing to the world that she does not
have the qualities of a human being—no intellect, no
emotions—and the only thing she can do is expose
something that needs to be covered. With this, she
provokes a bachur to be attracted to her and to come
converse with her. This is the lowest level one can find
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oneself in. She has nothing but pritzus.
And what’s more, she prides herself in
this as a fool with his foolishness.

The salvation to this situation is
dependent on the young girls who
need to conduct themselves with tznius
and this will have an impact on the
women too.

To our disappointment, the children
are suffering from the mothers. The
mother does not want her daughter to
wear along dress that will make her look
like a rebbetzin, because then people
will think the mother is 70. A woman
does not want people to discuss her age
and think she is 70, even if she is really
80. So the mother decides to shorten
the dress of the daughter in order that
she looks younger and the mother will
look younger too, to the extent that the
grandmother will look bas mitzvah [age
12] although she is 90.

Therefore, we need to utilize the
boldness of the youth in a way that a
daughter impacts her mother and a
daughter-in-law impacts her mother-in-
law. As mentioned earlier, “And he shall
turn the heart of the fathers through the
children,” the children who will have a
positive influence on their parents.

Source: Sichah on Simchas Torah
5730 (1969)



