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Based on the words of my saintly father-
in-law [the Frierdiker Rebbe] on similar 
topics, the trouble, Rachmana litzlan, that 

we have at present from the youth is the result of 
being lax or lenient with matters of family purity 
and tznius, as mentioned in sefarim. And from 
the positive rewards for fulfilling these mitzvos 
appropriately, we can derive the other side of the 
coin—what the negative outcome is. Likewise, from 
the positive, appropriate modest conduct of the 
woman Kimchis, she merited to have seven sons 
serve as Kohanim Gedolim, as stated in the Talmud. 
This was in the merit of her tznius. From the positive 
result in fulfilling it appropriately, we can derive, 
etc… [The Rebbe made a point of never concluding 
on a negative note.]

Source: A handwritten note to Rabbi Binyomin Klein, 
the Rebbe’s secretary.

It is the function of Jewish women and girls to 
become inspired and strengthen themselves 

[in tznius], bayamim haheim bizman hazeh, “in 
those days and in our times,” and increase in 
this in a manner of accelerating, increasing, and 
illuminating. With wishes for success in the 
mivtzah of tznius and for good tidings in the very 
near future.

Source: A 1969 response of the Rebbe to two girls who 
wrote about the tznius in their school.

According to Shluchan Aruch, a girl from three 
years and a day needs to conduct herself in a 
tzniusdik manner and surely when the girl is age 
ten and older. But do not pressure them as with a 
yoke, rather, speak to them in a pleasant way so as 
to make a positive impression.

Source: Likutei Sichos Vol 18 page 448. 

[Regarding skirt length:] The longer the better and 
more pleasing. I do not want to standardize an exact 
measurement of how long it should be. Let the local 
Rabbanim make the decision. One Rav may advise 
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an additional centimeter, another might 
recommend additional centimeters. 
But in my opinion, it is definite: The 
minimum length should not be less 
than—the knees should be fully covered 
while sitting. Just because a designer in 
France decided on a new French style, it 
doesn’t mean Jewish girls need to adhere 
and follow it.

Source: Said in a yechidus with a chossid 
who asked the Rebbe about the appropriate 
length of a skirt.

Beautiful clothes should be bought 
for them and through this, they will 
naturally adapt to the concept of tznius.

Source: A 1990 response to the question 
of how the young girls saved from Chernobyl 
should be integrated into the girls’ schools of 
Kfar Chabad. The full response can be found 
in Shulchan Menachem, Volume 6, page 64. 

Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas 
Shlach  5721
Brooklyn, N.Y.
To the activists and friends of the Bais 

Rivkah schools in general, and to the 
participants in the 19th annual banquet 
of the Bais Rivkah schools in particular, 
may Hashem bless them.

Greetings and blessings!
The annual banquet, which this year 

takes place in the week between Shabbos 
Parshas Shlach and Shabbos Parshas 
Korach, certainly has a providential 
connection to the content of these two 
Torah portions.

These two portions recount two 
turbulent and tragic experiences that 
our ancestors endured in the desert on 
their way from Mitzrayim to the Land 
of Israel: the uprising of the spies (the 
emissaries Moshe sent to travel around 
the Land of Israel and bring back a 
report) and the rebellion of Korach and 
his followers against Moshe.

How did the women behave during 
these critical and fateful moments for 
the Jewish people?

Our Sages, of blessed memory, tell 
us that the women, in general, did not 
succumb to the turmoil that certain 
vacillating men initiated at that time. On 
the contrary, they showed a great deal of 
trust in G-d, loyalty to Moshe Rabeinu, 
and love for the Holy Land.

They therefore merited to raise a new 
generation of Jewish children who were 
imbued with trust and love for G-d, and 
for the Torah and mitzvos, and they 
entered and inherited the Holy Land.

The fundamental lesson from this 
is clear. It shows how much a Jewish 

woman and mother can accomplish in 
raising her children, even without the 
help of her husband, and certainly much 
more so with his help, and how much a 
woman can have a positive influence 
on her husband and on the entire 
atmosphere of the home, to the point 
of being crowned with the title bansah 
beisah, the builder of the Jewish home 
(chochmas nashim bansah beisah).

If at all times the Jewish woman 
has occupied a most important role in 
shaping the Jewish home and Jewish life 
in general, it is certainly many times 
more so in today’s day and age. That 
is why the Rebbe, my father-in-law, of 
sainted memory, put so much effort into 
founding, maintaining, and expanding 
the Bais Rivkah schools, where precious 
Jewish daughters are educated in the 
purity of holiness to be true builders of 
the Jewish home and ensure the future 
of the Jewish people. Great is the merit 
of each and every person who takes part 
in the work of supporting and expanding 
the Bais Rivkah schools and great is their 
reward—namely, to be blessed with all 
that they need, both materially and 
spiritually.

With honor and blessing for good 
tidings. b

 But do not pressure them 
as with a yoke, rather, 

speak to them in a pleasant 
way so as to make a 

positive impression.


